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Confession for Christiansin Health Care

W. Gary Crampton, Th. D. and Robert Maddox, M.D.

Rev. W. Gary Crampton, Th. D., is pastor of Trinity PCA in Greenville, SC. Heis
Professor of Theology at Whitefield Theological Seminary, starting an extension campus

in Greenville, SC.

Dr. Robert Maddox isin his second year of Family Practice Residency training in
Florence, SC. Heisaruling elder in Faith Presbyterian Church, PCA.

In the April issue, Dr. Jay Adams
chdlenged the medicd community to
formulae a confesson of fath and
practice. The falowing suggestion by Dr.
Robert Maddox is offered as a partia
response to this Dr. Gary Crampton
makes explanatory remarks.

1. We bdieve God is the Creator and
Sudtainer of life, and thus, Sovereign over
al.

2. We bdieve Scripture is the written
Word of God, the only rule of faith and
life, induding the practice of medicine.

3. We bdieve man is a creature, a living
being made in the image of God. We are,
therefore, to demonstrate concern for the
life and welfare of man.

4. We bdieve that in Adam'’s fdl, dl his
ordinary posterity received in themsaves
the penalty of deeth, and dl the misery and
sckness of thislife.

5. We bdieve Chrigt's redemption of His
own is complete; yet misery sickness and
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death will persst until the find release of
crestion from its bondage.

6. We bdieve that God has given primary
respongbility for hedlth to the individud;
that in marriage, the body of one spouse
belongs to the other; and that the head of a
household is respongble for those under
his care.

7. We bdieve that the church, initsrole as
teacher and guardian of God's people,
musgt ingruct, counsdl and exhort to such
behavior as is conducive to better hedth,
and mug, after thar due confession, pray
for and anoint those who are sick.

8. We bdieve that the state has a limited
role, though legitimate interest, in hedth,
and to that end God has sanctioned the
imposition of redtrictive measures.

9. We bdieve that God had cdled us to
serve Himin the mitigation of the effects of
the fdl on hedth, rdieving misary, curing
sickness and ddlaying death, as His agents
of secondary cause.
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10. We bdieve that our advice is our
principal service to our patients, as they
seek to be stewards of their bodies, though
God has given vaious <kills and
medications to be used wisdy for this
purpose.

11. We bdieve tha our lives should be
examples of holiness and purity, as befitting
our cdling, and that dl we do and say be
for God's glory and the advancement of

His kingdom.

1. We bdieve God is the Creator and
Sudtainer of life, and thus, Sovereign over
al.

The God of the Bible is the One who has
soveragnly decreed dl things which will
ever come to pass (Eph 1:11). He carries
out these decrees by means of creation
and providence. God created dl that will
ever by created na period of 6 days (Gen.
1:1-31). He carries out these decrees by
means of creation and providence. God
created dl that will ever by created in a
period of 6 days (Gen. 1:1-31), after
which he rested from His cregtive work on
the 7th day (Gen. 2:1-3; Heb. 4:3b,4). By
means of providence the Almighty
soveragnly preserves and governs dl of
His creation and brings dl things to thar
gppointed end. Thus, we dam God as
Sovereign -- no purpose of His can be
thwarted (Job 42:2). He works dl things
after the counsd of Hiswill (Eph. 1:11).

2. We bdieve Scripture is the written
Word of God, the only rule of faith and
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life, induding the practice of medicine.

The Bible (OT and NT) is God's infdlible
revelaion of Himsdf to mankind, and his
will for mankind. Scripture speaks to and
equips us for every exigency and area of
life, induding medicine (Il Tim. 3:16,17).
The Bible is the only source of absolute
truth in medicine. Thus, the Word of God
is the foundation for the study of hedth.
Anything that conflicts with the inerrant
truth of Holy Writ mugt be reected as
fdlacious. Therefore, dl medica findings
and practices are to be andyzed in light of
Holy Scripture.

3. We bdieve man is a creature, a living
being, made in the image of God. We are,
therefore, to demonstrate concern for the
life and wdfare of man.

Man (mde and female) was created on the
6th day of credtion, in the image of God,
with dominion over the creatures, to
subdue the earth for the glory of God,
under his Law (Gen. 1:26-28). Hence,
man must be considered the crowning act
of creating and the highest of dl created
beings. One can recognize in this truth the
fact that man is very important to the
Triune God of the Bible. Thus, man's life,
hedth, and welfare are of great Sgnificance
(Mk. 2:1-12; 5:25-34; Jas 5:13-16).

4. We bdieve that in Adam'’s fdl, dl his
ordinary posterity received in themsdves
the pendty of death, and dl the misery and
sckness of thislife,

Adam, as the fird man, was the federa
head, or representative, of dl mankind.
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Thus, when he fdl into Sn, inthe garden of
Eden (Gen. 3:31-13), dl mankind fdl with
him (Rom. 5:12-19; | Cor.15:22). That is,
Adam's dn was imputed to the entire
human race. The dgnificance of the fdl is
cosmic innature -- the whole creation was
affected (Gen. 3:14-19). This incdudes
death, sickness and misary, which are the
result of an.

5. We bdieve Chrigt's redemption of His
own is complete; yet misary, sickness, and
death will persist until the find release of
creetion from its bondage.

Jesus Chrigt, the second and last Adam (|
Cor. 15:45), came to redeem a fdlen
world. He came to reverse the cosmic
effects of the fdl (dn. 3:16; Rom. 5:12-19).
This was accomplished (pogtiondly) in His
death, burid, resurrection and ascension
(Mt. 2818l Cor. 517, Col.1:20).
Nevertheless, misary, sckness, and death
will continue until the ushering in of the find
estate of glory at the second advent of the
Lord (Rom. 8:19-25). At that time dl evil,
and its fruit, will be removed from us
forever (Rev. 21,22).

6. We bdieve that God has given primary
responsbility for hedth to the individud,
that in marriage, the body of one spouse
belongs to the other; and that the head of
the household is responsble for those
under his care.

Each individud, made in God's image, is
responsble to care for himsdf, both
spiritudly and physicdly (I Tim. 4:8; 111 Jn.
2; Eph. 5:28,29). He isto seek to improve
his hedthin order to be more productive in
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God's Kingdom (11 Kings 5:1-14;MKk. 5:1-
20). Likewise, he is to seek the welfare of
others in thar physica need (11 Kings 7:3-
20; MK. 31-5). The specid covenant of
mariage gives one Spouse  unique
respongbility, as wdl as privilege, for the
body of the other (I Cor. 7:1-7). Likewise,
the father, as head of the household, has
been given speciad respongbility for the
care of his family (Eph. 5:22 - 6:4;Cdl.
3:18-21).

7. We bdieve that the Church, initsrole as
teacher and guardian of God's people,
mugt ingtruct, counsal and exhort to such
behavior as in conducive to better hedth,
and mug, after thar due confession, pray
for and anoint those who are sick.

The church's functionis that of carrying out
the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt (Mt. 28:18-20). This includes. (a)
Evagdiam, and (b) Education of the
people in the whole counsdl of God (Acts
20:27). The latter is to incdlude ingruction
with regard to physicd, as wdl as spiritud,
hedth care. Such indruction should be
done "publidy" (from the pulpit) and "from
house to house' (personal counsd, see
Acts 20:20). The elders of the church are
to play the mgor role in the oversght of
the flock -- teaching, admonishing,
exhorting, etc. Likewise, they are to be
much involved in prayer and vigtation of
the sick and needy (Jas. 5:13-16). But dl
Chrigians are "competent to counsd”
(Rom. 15:14) and need to be involved in

this ongoing minigry.

8. We bdieve that the State has a limited
role, though legitimate interest, in hedth,
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and to that end God has sanctioned the
imposition of redtrictive measures.

The state, as miniger and servant of God
(Rom. 13:4-6), is to be involved in the
overdght of the hedlth care of its citizens
This role is to be limited in nature (Dt.
17:14-20; 1 Sam. 8:10-18). The
watchcare of the state would include public
hedlth ingpection of hospitds, restaurants,
etc. (Lev. 13-15), and mandatory
quarantine where necessary (Lev. 13-45,
46).

9. We bdieve that God has cdled us to
serve Him in the mitigation of the effects of
the fdl on hedth, rdieving misary, curing
sickness and delaying deeth, as His agents
of secondary cause.

The sdvation of the Chrigtian is hdlidic in
nature; tha is, it involves the whole man.
The heding minigry of Chrigt, both
physcd and <soiritud, makes this
abundantly clear (Mk. 2:1-12;5:25-34).
The find state of man is body and soul (I
Cor. 15:20-23); | The. 4:13-18) - hdlidic
sdvaion. Thus, the Chrigtianis to be much
concerned for the present hedth care of
mankind -- those made in God's imege
(Mt. 5:44; Lk. 10:30-37; Jas 5:13-16).

10. We bdieve that our advice is our
principd service to our patients as they
seek to be stewards of their bodies, though
God has dso given vaious sills and
medications to be used wisdy for this
purpose.

The principa Chrigtian service to mankind
isthat of counsd inthe Word of God (Cal.
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1:28, 3:16). The Chridtian is to recognize
that not dl medica advice is sound/biblicdl;
thus, one must know what God says about
the issue (11 Chr. 16:12). Likewise, God is
the giver of gifts -- both within and outside
of the church minigry (Rom. 12:3-8; |
Cor. 7:17-24). Chridians are cdled to
save in dl gody vocations, induding

medicine.  [Those so cdled mugt
understand the limitations of our
professon.]

11. We bdieve tha our lives should be
examples of holiness and purity, as befitting
our cdling, and tha dl we do and say be
for God's glory and the advancement of

His kingdom.

The Chridtian life is to be exemplary in the
pursuit of holiness (Il Cor. 7:1; Heb.
12:14; | Pet. 1:16). All of lifeis to be lived
to glorify the Truine God of the Bible (I
Cor. 10:31). The work of glorifying God is
biblicaly defined as accomplishing the
work He has given us to do -- the
individud,  church, dsate, medicd
professon, etc. (. 17:4). Thus the
proper hiblicad advancement of medica
practice is to be viewed as pleasng to the
Deity.



