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Ed's Note: The Coalition on Revival was an
outgrowth of the International Conference on
Biblical Inerrancy that met in Chicago in 1978 to
take a stand against the assault on Biblical truth.
That conference's statement took the form of
Affirmations and Denials. The Coalition
determined to apply Biblical truth to spheres of
knowledge in the modern world. These spheres
were Law, Government, Economics, Business
and Occupations, Education, Art and
Communication, Medicine, Psychology and
Counseling, Science and Technology, Christian
Unity, Local and World Evangelism, Making of
Disciples, Helping the Hurting, Revitalizing
Christian Colleges and Seminaries, Family,
Pastoral Renewal, and Educating Christians on
Social, Political, and Moral Issues. The
Affirmations and Denials (and other information
on their activities) of all these spheres are
available in one bound volume from the Coalition
on Revival, P. O. Box A, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.

Readers should be aware that Dr. Larry Crabb was
one of the origind Co-Chairmen of this worldview and
for that work, he is given credit. However, many of his
origind contributions have been removed in subsequent
work by the other charmen and reviewers. Whatever
remans of his work is condgent with the Biblicd
worldview presented here. The retention of his name on
this document is certainly no endorsement of hiswritings
before or after his recent change of mind.

While | wrote a large part of this document, it has
received some editing and additions with which | do not
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fuly agree. However, they are not suffidently mgjor to
require further comment here.

Preface

The modem Christian has access to more knowledge,
better materid blessngs, more disposable time, and
more professond hdp than his predecessors. Yet
frequently he is sdf-indulgent in his focus, confused in
his concepts of life, and racked with inner pain.

The large number of books about persond wholenessin
Christian bookstores should convince the observer that
attempts are being made to solve these problems. But
on closer ingpection, he will find a lack of consensus. If
he knows some theology he will aso discern a non-
theidtic theory and practice, designed to correct human
maladjustment, spliced into Biblical concepts. The result
is a mixture of conflicting and often erroneous concepts.
Jehovah is wedded to a golden calf.

The language in these books is often that of secular
psychology and a culture that gauges life by the degree
of pleasure and fufillment it produces. In counsding,
this expectation trandates into the goa of hdping clients
or counselees fed good.

Psychology and counsdling, at ther core, deal with the
nature of man. What a practitioner does is inextricably
bound to his system of assumptions. Counsding theory
and practice are by nature deeply theologicd. It is
imposshle to hdp people without implementing
theologica beliefs.
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Thus, The Chrigian counsdor faces two demands.
Firs, he mugt begin with the Word of God and a
condgent grammaticd, higoricd, and theologica
interpretation of it. He must not move from the study of
man and his socid context back to the Bible A
sysdemdic underganding of the Word of God is his
standard, not man and his socia context.

Second, his methodology must be consgent with a
theologicd interpretation of man and man's socid
context. He cannot choose, or dlow his counsdee to
choose, goas-or methods to achieve those goals-that
violate Biblicd principles.

INTRODUCTORY DEFINITIONS

Psychology is the study of man's thinking, behavior, and
emotions, and of how they interdate. The
presuppositions of the person who develops and
practices counsdling directly determine his theory and
methods. More accurately, the person's philosophy is
his theory of psychology. Thus, the Chrigtian should use
gther theology or anthropology rather than
psychology as histerm to denote theory.

Further, counseling is the best term for the Christianto
use in dencting the application of psychology/theology,
because it is a Biblica concept and does not have a
secular connotation, as do psychology and

psychotherapy.

In the fallowing afirmations and denids, however, we
will retain psychology in some places instead of
theology or anthropology, to communicate to a
predominantly secular mindset. We will dways use
counseling to refer to application and what many refer
to as psychotherapy. Counselor will dways refer to
the person who makes the application. Counselee isthe
person to whom the application is given, rather than
client or patient. Mental illness will be defined in a
redrictive sense. What a psychiatrist does is considered
identical with the practice of a counsglor, except that in
some countries, the former is licensed to gve
medications aong with his "psychotherapy.” Although it
is best to avoid psychologicd terms atogether, we will
use some, especidly inlabding, to communicate clearly
the issues we address.

21

21
STAB OF AFFIRMATION AND DENIAL
EPISTEMOLOGY
1. Authority

We dfirm that the Bible is the authoritative source of
knowledge for psychology and counsding, as in dl
other areas of life.

We deny that any other source of knowledge is equaly
authoritetive  with the Bible for psychology and
counsdling.

2. Applicability

We dfirm that the subject matter of counsding is
precisely the same as tha of the Bible and, therefore,
the Bible completdy equips us with the theory and
principles of counsding. .

We deny that the Bible is inadequate for the theory and
practice of counsding.

3. All Truth

We dfirm that dl truth is God's truth; that dl truth is
thoroughly conggtent with Biblica revelation in its
presuppositions, categories, methodology, conclusons,
and gpplication, dl of which are rdated as a unified
sysem; that dl error derives from Satan; and that
attempts to establish truth at the level of methodology,
gpplication, and conclusons without a direct correlation
with underlying Biblica presuppositions are doomed to
error.

We deny that truth can be established only at the leve
of methodology, gpplication, and conclusions, without a
direct correlation with the underlying presuppositions,
which mugt be Biblicd.

4. Psychology

We dfirm that psychology is the study of man's
thinking, behavior, and emotions, and of how they
interrdate; that counsding is the direct application of
Biblica direction (as the norm) to man's thoughts,
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behavior, and emotions, and that psychology cannot be
separated from spiritudlity.

We deny that man's thoughts, behavior, and emaotions
can be understood or directed righteoudy without
Biblicd knowledge.

5. Eclecticism

We dfirm that counsding is unavoidably dependent on
the theory of man (anthropology) beieved by the
psychologist or counsdlor, and that the light of Biblica
revelation is incompetible with the darkness of. human
knowledge without revelation.

We deny, therefore, that psychology and counsding
should be eclectic.

6. Scientific Method

We dfirm that the scientific method is useful in carrying
out the creation mandate of Genes's 1:28 to subdue and
have dominion over creation when the investigators
have Biblicd presuppositions and when the Bible does
not directly give us the answers we seek; that the use of
the sdenttific method is entirdy controlled by the
presuppositions of the invedtigators, and therefore, the
results are a pronouncement of fath rather than of
gdentific fact; and that the faith nature of the results of
sientific invedtigation is evidenced by the investigators
prosdytizing intent, that is, thar attempt to transform
mean into their idea of what man should be.

We deny that the scientific method can ever be applied
in psychology without its being thoroughly determined
by the presuppaositions of the investigators.

7. Language

We dfirm that human problems can be adequately
understood, described, and corrected by Biblicd
language, categories, or concepts, and that the use of
teems and language common to psychology is an
inaccuracy that is dangerous to Biblicd faith and the
personal hedlth of counselees.

We deny that psychological or medica diagnoses are
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affidet to understand, describe, and correct the
problems of counselees.

8. Integration of Psychology and Theology

We dfirmthat the integration (as it denotes the merging
and agreement of equals) of secular psychology with
Biblicd reveation violates the doctrines of the
inerrancy, infdlibility, and sufficency of the Bible.

We deny that atempting such an integration is
consgtent with the authority of God's revelation.

9. Perception of Redlity

We dfirm that there is redity apart from God's redity,
and that redity is immediatdly interpreted in the area of
psychology most accuratedy by a qudified Biblica
counsdor who is Biblicadly and theologicdly astute
(Hebrews 4:12,13; 5:1114).

We deny that the counsdalee's perception of redlity or his
gtuation, unless that perception is Biblicaly accurate,
has any bearing on the direction of counsding except to
be identified, explored, understood, and corrected by
his counselor.

ANTHROPOLOGY
10. Man's Composition

We dfirm that God created man as a unity of non-
materid  (non-physcd) and materid (physcd)
substance and that the mind (man's thinking substance)
originates in the former and expresses itsdf through the
latter (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7).

We deny that man is composed only of materid
substance that limits his thoughts to an " epiphenomenon”
(Genesis 1:26-28; 2.7).

11. Persondity
We dfirm tha persondity is both constant and

changesble, and that individuds can change some
agpects of their persondities.
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We deny that man is locked into persondity traits and
expressons that are dedructive, that persondity is
inddibly determined by environment, and that man can
change his Snfu nature apart from sdvation in Jesus
Christ.

12. Covenant

We dfirm that every man's relaionship to his Creator
and to his fdlowmean is that of a covenant-keeper or a
covenant-breaker.

We deny that man can be counseled adequately as an
individua gpart from these relationships.

13. Personal Hedlth

We dfirm that perfect persona hedth has been
experienced only by Adam and Eve prior to ther sn
and by the incarnate Jesus Chrigt.

We deny that perfect persona hedth is possble for
fallen people except for believersin Heaven.

14. Root Causes of Persona Problems

We dfirmthat dl persona problems have ther roots in
the sn of Adam and Eve; that non-organic (and even
many organic) problems are immediately affected by
persona sHfishness and rebellion againg God and His
Law; and that man's restraint against worse dn is due
primarily to God's common grace and secondary to the
governing structures of conscience, family, state, and

sodiety.

We deny that these problems may be explained entirdy
on any other bads, tha men are bascdly "good'
(mord); and that anty man has within his own
knowledge and energy dl that he needs to solve his
problems.

15. Guilt

We dfirm that every person incurs true guilt whenever
he violates a lawv of God (whether or not the act was
intentiond or the person was aware of the law that he
violated), and even whenever he violates a sandard that
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he wrongly believes to be required by God (Romans
14:23).

We deny that true guilt is incurred only when a person
conscioudy violates alaw of God.

16. Primary Concerns

We dfirmthat man's greatest concerns, not only for this
life but also for eternity, should be to be regenerated by
the Holy Spirit and to be forgiven through the sacrificid
work of Jesus Chrigt.

We deny that any other concern is measuradle in
comparison, and that counsglors may avoid evangdizing
their unsaved counselees.

17. Secondary Concerns

We affirm that man's most important secondary concern
is Biblicad obedience in every area of his life thet it is
possble for hm to change, becoming increesngly
obedient to God's will as reveded in the Bible; and that
this change is wrought by the power of the indwdling
Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:12,13).

We deny tha any other direction for a believer's life is
an important as Biblica obedience,

18. Purpose

We dfirm that the purpose of man's exisence is to
glorify God and to be conformed to the image of Jesus
Chrig, and-on this bass that the unbdiever cannot
redize any true, eterna purpose for his exisence
(Ephesians 2:12b; Romans 8:28, 29)

19. Relationships

We dfirm that persona problems increase when
Biblica demands are not met in the areas of sdf contral,
the family, the Church, the state, and voluntary
associations.

We deny that counsdors should ever neglect particular
and comprehengve attention to these aress.
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20. Individudity and Dependence

We dfirmthat God created every person to be related
to others on both physical and spiritud levels, especidly
within - marriages, families churches, and fdlowship

groups.

We deny that any person can find within himsdf al that
he needs to achieve his full covenantd responghilities.

21. Ultimate God of Counsding

We dfirmthat Jesus Chrigt is the ultimate model for the
Chrigtian life, and, therefore, that the ultimate goal for dl
counselees isto be conformed to Christ's image (except
for those attributes that are clearly an aspect of His
purpose as Messiah and His divine nature).

We deny that any other model or goa may be
consdered Biblicd or acceptable by the Chridtian
Counsdlor.

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONCEPTS
22. Mentd IlIness

We dfirm that the term "mentd illness' should be
restricted to those problems that manifex a clear
physica or physologic origin or cause and that affect
the thinking of man.

We deny that the term "mentd illness" should be gpplied
to problems tha cdealy originae in the nonphysica
mind and have been dearly designated by the Bible as
ans eg., homosexudity and “"dcoholiam,” the latter
Biblicaly defined as drunkenness.

23. Angels and Demons

We dfirm that creatures who have only a spiritud
dimenson exig, that some serve God fathfully (angels)
and others are in active rebellion againg God (demons),
and that the latter may possess unregenerate persons
and oppress or influence regenerate persons.

We deny that the Chrigtian counsdlor may neglect the
redity of demons, and that persona problems, organic
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or non-organic, are never the result of the influence of
or possession by demons.

24. Love and Stuational Ethics

We dfirm that love is the sdlf-sacrifice of one person
for another, best exemplified by the love of God
through Jesus Chrigt, and that while love goes beyond
the Law, it mugt dways be consgtent with and directed
by Biblicd Law and principle.

We deny that love is the same as mercy and kindness,
and that love is determined by Stuations without specific
direction by Biblica Law and principle.

25. Sdf-Love

We dfirm that Jesus used <df love as a standard of
intengty by which we are to love others, not as a
command to love ourselves, and that the Bible teaches
that a preoccupation with love for othersis the meansto
df-fulfillment.

We deny that sdf-love is a Biblicd god other than in
those duties that promote sanctification, such as Bible
dudy, prayer, church attendance, and activities that
promote physica hedth.

26. Sdf-Image

We afirmthat the only proper application of sdf-image
in counsding is to make an accurate assessment of the
counseleg's thinking and behavior and to provide further
understanding of what needs to be changed.

We deny that any positive characteristic or achievement
that is credited to the sdf and not directly and
conscioudy to God's grace and mercy will give true or
sugtained growth to anyone.

27. Emotiond Problems

We &firm that emotiond disturbances arise from one's
thoughts, behavior, physicd state, or a combination of
these.

We deny that emotiona disturbances can be affected
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directly without a Biblical or medica correction of ther
primary cause(s).

FAMILY
28. Family and Persond Hedth

We dfirmthat the marriage of a manand a woman and
thelr procreation of children (where physcdly possible)
is essentia to the persona hedlth of individuas, except
for those Chridtians cdled to singleness (Matthew 19; 1
Corinthians 7; Genesis 2:18).

We deny tha individuds not cdled by God to
dngleness are otherwise complete within themselves
and that homosexud, multiple, or temporary marriages
are ever approved by God.

29. Family Counsding

We effirm that problems within family reationships often
require that al affected members be counseed together.

We deny that those with family problems normdly
should be counsded individudly unless the other
members refuse to come or supplementary counsding
could hdlp.

THE SUPERNATURAL
30. Prayer

We dfirm that prayer by the counsdor both within
counsdling sessions and at other times is essentia to the
counsgling process, and that the counselee mudt pray as
one gpplication of Biblica counsding.

We deny that Chrigtian counsglors should ever omit
prayer as a part of, and externa to, Biblica counsdling.

31. New Age Practices. Psychic Moddities

We dfirm that the use of any psychic or supernatura
means in counsding, other than prayer to God
according to Biblicd indructions, is a dangerous
exposure to occult and Satanic powers (Deuteronomy
18:10-12; Isaah 8:19; Matthew 24:24; Reveation
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9:21; 21:8).

We deny that psychic dhilities, soiritiam, divingion, life
energies, and other paranorma processes have any
place in counsding (Deuteronomy 18:10-12; Isaiah
8:19; Matthew 24:24; Revelation 9:21; 21.8).

32. New Age Practice: Meditation

We dfirmthat conscious, rational meditation on God's
attributes and Biblicd content is a necessary practice
for dl Chrigians (Joshua 1:8; Psdlm 1:2; 19:7; 119:50).

We deny that transcendenta or any other type of
meditation, drugs that ater normal thought patterns or
states of consciousness, and hypnosis have any place in
psychology or counsding (Gdatians 5:23; Ephesans
5:18; 1l Timothy 1.7).

THE PRACTICE OF COUNSELING
33. Practicality

We dfirm that the Bible gives spedific practica
directions for on€'s raionship with God, others, and
onesdf, and that anything not specificaly mentioned can
be dedt with by Biblica principles correctly applied to
the issues of deduction.

We deny that any knowledge derived outside the Bible
IS necessary for the counsdor to complete his task of
dedling with non-organicaly based problems, dthough it
may be of supplementary vaue.

34, Superficidity

We afirmthat the counsdling process must be thorough
in its invedtigation of the thoughts, behavior, Studaion,
emotions, and physica state of the counsdee, and that
the results must lead to practical direction in deding
with these areas and their inter-relationships.

We deny that a superficid, mechanica approach, in
contrast with a thorough approach, is effective or
Biblicd.

35. Qudifications of a Christian Counsdor
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We afirmthat the Chrigtian who functions formaly as a
counselor mugt have a thorough knowledge of, and be
able to gpply precticdly, the Bible that he mugt be
ordained or otherwise recognized by the Church as
having those gsoiritud gifts that are necessary for
counsding; that he mugt be directly accountable to the
governing body of a church; and that such counsding is
aminigry of the Word.

We dso dfirm that Chrisians who fufill the above
standards may function in Stuations that are primarily
secular in order to present the true answer (the Gospel
of Jesus Christ) to peopl€e's problems.

We deny that the Chrigtian counsdlor who fals in any of
these slandard is fully obedient to God's Word.

36. Church Discipline

We dfirm that the severa steps of church discipline are
necessary for Christian counsdees who fal to repent;
that discipline begins definite Biblica correction for ther
lives and that membership in a church that practices
church discipline is necessary for al Chrigtians.

We deny that any counselor has dl the resources for
Biblica change if church discipline is not avallable for
unrepentant counselees.

37. Suffering

We dfirm that Chrisians commonly experience trids
and temptations (sometimes severe or rexulting from
Satan's action), which God uses to promote His glory
and increase the holiness of the one involved (Romans
8:28; 1 Corinthians 10:13; James 1:2-4).

We deny that Chrisians may expect a life free of trids
and temptations, that Satan is ever outsde of God's
control; and that counsding that ignores this truth is
Biblicd &t its core.

38. Confidentidlity

We dfirm that Biblica authority within the family, the
church, and the state may supersede the confidentidity
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of counsdors, but that srict confidentidity should be
mantaned when it does not conflict with Biblica
mandates.

We deny that absolute confidentidity is a requirement
for counsdling.

A Cdl to Action in Psychology and Counseling
GENERAL ACTIONS

Because of the preceding convictions, we cal upon dl
men and women who name Chrigt as ther personal
Savior and Lord tojoin usin:

1. examining earnestly these afirmations and denids in
the lignt of God's Word to see if they are true, and
informing us directly of those points in which they
believe we have departed from Scripture or logic;

2. re-examining our own psychology and counsding
theories and practices and asking God to show us
where we are fdling short;

3. repenting of dl known sns, confessng and forsaking
them, asking forgiveness both of God Himsdf and of dl
those who have been offended, and then meking dl
possble retitution;

4. praying for God to fill dl of His people with the
enabling power of the Holy Spirit inorder that we may
bring our persona lives and our psychology and
counsdling theories and practice into closer conformity
to His reveded will on a permanent and consstent
bass, seeking guidance from our brethren and local
church authorities as to how we can mutudly support
and influence one another to make our psychology and
counsdling practices glorifying to God.

5. Having dedlt withour own personal Sns and failures,
and placing oursalves accountable to the Bible and to
the brethren, we now commit ourselves to:

1. influendng any known Chrigians or Chrigtian
associaions with whom we work to consider serioudy
our dfirmations and denids with the goa of enliging
their responses;
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2. influendng those in the fidd of psychology and
counsding who agree with our affirmations and denids
to implement these proposals in their work

3. mobilizing and networking our Christian resources
and working in concert with the other professond
spheres both ingde and outsde COR, to see the
behavior of the Body of Christ and our nation changed
to approximate more closdy the view of redity and
mordity presented to usin the Holy Scriptures.

SPECIFIC ACTIONS

To these ends, we commit ourseves to taking or
helping others to take the following specific actions:

1. Those with inditutiond and financid power within
organizationd structures of colleges and seminaries must
immediatdy do what they can to bring their school's
psychology and counsding departments into line with
the Bibles view of man, of mord absolutes, and of

redity in generd.

2. A massve and close scrutiny of Chrigtian psychology
departments mus take place to see if those
departments dlow the teaching of Freudianiam,
Rogeianiam, Skinngrianiam, and other antibiblicd
theories to overpower the view of man, mordity, and
redity taught by the Bible. Where this is the case, steps
to replace unbiblicd professors with professors
committed to the Bibles view of man, mordity, and
redity should be taken with dispatch for the sake of the
Biblicd integrity of those Chrigian inditutions and of the
next generation of Chrigtians. Though this action may be
panful, embarrassing, and untidy, it is the only honest
option open to schools that dam to educate based on
the view of man, mordity, and redity founded on an
inerrant Bible.

3. A lig of quedions mugt be created for trustees,
adminigrators, dumni, donors, pastoral search
committees, and prospective students to use in
conducting ther own persona or written interviews with
incoming daff or with professors of psychology and
counseling and potentid pastoral gaff membersto see if
they hold and teach a Biblicd world view. We suggest
that this psychological survey be given in conjunction
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with the Codition on Revivd's 20-question survey on
Biblicd inerrancy. Often a rgection of the doctrine of
Biblicd inerrancy precedes a reection of a Biblicaly
sound psychology of man. Those professors who are
committed to the Bible and its view of man, mordity,
and redity will welcome such a survey of thar world
view and be graeful that ther Christian congtituents
care enough to find out what they are redly teaching.
But those professors who teach what is opposed to
their condtituents view of redity will tend to evade or
oppose such investigation.

4. Anindependent and interdenominationa employment
agency and testing service for Biblicd psychologists and
counsglors needs to be established. This agency could
test the Biblicd integrity of psychology professors and
church counsdlors and offer a computerized printout of
those psychologistss who are committed to a truly
Biblica psychology and are seeking employmen.

5. It is our firm conviction that people related to any
Chrigtian college or seminary have the right indeed, the
respongbility before God-to keep a waichful eye,
lovingly but unhesitatingly, on the Biblica integrity of
ther own Chrigian inditutions and to take firm,
deliberate steps to correct antibiblica teaching
wherever it occurs.

6. A new naionad magezine needs to be created to
sarve as a Biblicdly orthodox verson of Psychology
Today for Chrigtian psychologists and counselors. The
Coadlition on Revivd stands ready to assst those who
wish to establish such a needed organ for didogue and
sharing of research.

7. A Dbibliogrephy of psychology and counsding
textbooks and traning materids based on an inerrant
Bible must be created as a resource and guide for those
sudents and teachers who wish to counteract the
antibiblica assumptions that have permeated much of
today's "Chrigtian" psychology.

The Coalition on Revival does not see itself as the
group to conduct such inquiry into the Biblical
integrity of Chrigtian college and seminary
psychology professors. Rather, COR seesitself as
a service organization to the whole Church that



Journd of Biblicd Ethicsin Medicine—Volume 10, Number 1

has been called upon by God to state whee
Biblical lines must be drawn, and offers the
Church tools by whichthe appropriate people may
conduct their own ingtitutional examinations.
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